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In her early childhood life, Alice had different life experiences with her family. She lacked attention from her parents. Her mother, Mavis, spent most of her time working, specifically cleaning and housekeeping, around Echuca town. While working, she left Alice and her brother, Raymond, with the neighbors. Alice's father Henry, was away upstream working and rarely come to look after his family. Moreover, he abandoned his family and left for good. He preferred another woman from Adelaide and moved on with her. In addition, Mavis appeared to have rejected her family. She left Alice and her brother with neighbors and moved away from Echuca. She remarried and started a new life with Edward. When Alice was sent off to school with his brother, she received less attention from students and teachers despite her interest in learning. Therefore, Alice experienced a difficult life in her childhood.
As a result of her life experiences, she developed an avoidance attachment style. Avoidance style is characterized by avoidance of parents as well as the relevant caregiver of a child. After a period of absence by the parent, the attachment style become pronounced. The child may not necessarily reject their parents or guardian or seek comfort or contact with them. However, the child shows no preference between a stranger and the biological parents (Kendra, 2019). Barely after Alice started walking, her mother left her and her brother with strangers to go work. Alice’s companion were dogs from the neighborhoods. She preferred playing alone while outside. Moreover, she could only talk to someone after having eye contact. She never made talks with her mother unless the mother made attention to her. As a result, she developed an avoidance style with neighbors as well as strangers. When her mother abandoned her and her brother, she was left with the town neighbors, where she portrayed the attachment style. She appeared to merge strongly with Mackey's neighbors from the city than her mother. Therefore, the attachment style impacted her life development positively despite rejection from both parents.
Alice's childhood life is also associated with risks as well as protective factors. The risk factors are the risks associated with a child's growth and cognitive development (Nicolaou, 2020). They include maltreatment of a child ranging from home, school, and the neighboring compound where the child goes to play. There was also negligence and attention deficits from her parents. Poverty is also closely linked with child maltreatment, particularly neglect. Alice's companion was a neighboring dog in her childhood life, a situation that was associated with an anti-social peer problem. Other risk factors include cognitive and emotional disabilities. Alice experienced emotional instability due to neglect and lack of attention. She learned to stay alone and enjoy her own company with the concern of the people around her. Her father used to visit once in a while, and he appeared not responsible for his family. Her mother left her with neighbors despite Alice's age. Health was a risk factor associated with Alice's childhood life. Environment and maternal-child interaction predominantly affect child health status (Ford & Stein, 2016). The neglect from her parents and the environment of poverty they lived in came with many health problems for her. She suffered from mumps, an infection that affects the salivary glands. The fact that her mother suspected that she was deaf and said nothing about it shows neglect and irresponsibility for her child.
On the other hand, the protective factors refer to a child's characteristics at biological, physiological, or community that are associated with low likelihood of problems. The protective factors aim to reduce the risks associated with a child's growth (Wulczyn, Parolini & Huhr, 2020). The protective factors aid in the family capacity build-up and enhance resilience. The resilience in a maltreated child is based on the personal characteristics to create important relationships and project an individual into a time and comfortable place in the future. Alice showed a strong attachment to everyone who tried to capture her attention. She could only talk to a person who sought attention from her, even for her mother and brother. Her ability to show no preference to anyone is a protective factor that reinforced her strong attachment with the neighbors after being abandoned by her parents. Finally, her neighbors portray family support and involvement, particularly caregiving to Alice and her brother. The neighbors give a positive and warm parent-child relationship to her.
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